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1968 TEMPEST LINE STORY

Pontiac Motor Division's 1968 Tempests enter the new model
year with the most extensive styling changes, engineering improvements
and Built-in safety since thi‘s popular series was introduced seven years
ago.

An exclusive energy-absorbing front bumper for the GTO,
separate wheelbases for two-door and four-door models, increased engine
displacement and a new level of interior comfort and protection head a
long list of 1968 Tempest, Tempest Custom, LeMans, Safari and GTO
features,

For the first time the Tempest will be built on two wheelbases,
All two-door coupes and convertibles will 1I1a.ve a l12~inch wheelbase
and the four-door models and station wagons will be built on a 116-inch
base. The wide track has been increased to 60 inches at both the front
and rear,

The Pontiac-inspired styling places particular emphasis on the
venturi shape, accentuating the long hood, short deck profile. A blending
of new roof lines into the rear adds new grace to the overall styling

theme,

(more)



Thick absorbing padding across the instrument panel,
windshield pillars and along the top of the front seat backs are
standard on every model.

"A new sports car atmosphere surrounds our 1968 Tempests,"
John 7. DeLorean, a General Motors vice president and Pontiac's
general manager said,

The 1968 Tempests go on sale September 21,

MODEL LINE-UP

There are 15 models in the four Tempest series,.

A sports coupe and four-door sedan make up the Tempest
series.

The Tempest Custom series offers a sports coupe, hardtop
coupe, four-door sedan, four-door hardtop, convertible and two-seat
station wagon,

LeMans models include a sports coupe, hardtop coupe,
four-door hardtop and convertible.

A separate series is the four-door, two-seat Tempest Safari
station wagon.

There are two GTO models, a hardtop coupe and a convertible.

In addition the Sprint option is available on all models except

station wagons and the GTO,

(moxre)



EXTERIOR STYLING

From bumper to bumper and roof to road the 1968 Tempest
styling establishes a new form of identity and big car look throughout
the entire line.

A full width peripheral front bumper carries the primary front
end theme. Twin horizontally placed headlamps at the extreme ends
of the ribbed grille are recessed inside the bumper. A Pontiac crest
at the crown of the bumpers bold center section and the famous split
grille give instant Pontiac identity.

The industry's first and Pontiac exclusive energy-absorbing
front bumper is standard on all GTO models. It is the same color
as the exterior body paint for a completely new and different front
end appearance.

In addition, its absorbing feature makes it functionally
superior to any metal bumper now in use,

GTO headlamps and grille are in a horizontal arrangement
and concealed headlamps are optional for this series.

All Tempests have parking lamps below the bumper teamed
with gide marker lamps i¥1 one housing that share a common lens

and wrap around for side viewing.

{more)



Long hoods sweep up to the windshield wiper linkage adding
to an even longer looking view. Dual simulated air inléts widely
spaced on the GTO hood add a sports car touch.

Tempest body sides are all new with particular emphasis on
a venturi shape accentuating the long hood, short deck style. Subtle
blending of the new low roof lines into the quarter and rear adds
grace to the profile.

All models are tastefully accented with long low rocker
moldings. Side markers contribute to additional warning.

From the rear new Tempest styling reveals deep section
bumpers housing three se_cticmal stop, tail and back-up lamps at the

outer ends. The GTO has its own distinctive dual stop and tail lamps

spaced horizontally for a wider look to the already wide track stance.

COLORS AND INTERIORS

Comfort, added protection and a new plateau of quality are all
apparent in the Tempest interiors.

A thickly padded full width instrument panel features deeply
recessed instruments and controls. Foam filled padding added to the

windshield pillars continues the protection theme,

{more)



Wood grain applique on the center section of the Safari and GTO
instrument panel gives a quality appeal while a dark textured painted
center enhances these panels on Tempests, Tempest Customs and
LeMans.

Of significant note is the addition of padding on front seat back
uppers, affording extra protection to rear seat passengers.

There are new crushable type armrests and the door locking knobs
are soft vinyl and color keyed to the interiors.

There are 15 exterior colors available and 13 of these are new
for 1968. The number of Cordova top colors has increased to four and
the top will have new trim lines. Convertible tops will offer the same
four color choices, -

All Tempests will have as standard the new anti-theft package

which includes an ignition key buzzer which sounds when the driver's

door is opened with the keys in the ignition.

ACCESSORIES

A full range of comfort and convenience accessories are available
on every Tempest model.

New for 1968 are the optional dual speed fully concealed windshield
wiper and washer. The wiper on the driver's side is of the articulating
design featuring an added wipe area,

Also for the first time an AM-FM stereo radio will be offered.
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1968 TEMPEST ENGINEERING STORY

Safety, improved ride and handling, smoother perfo'rma.nce
and a wider wide track are just some of the engineering highlights of
Pontiac Motor Division's 1968 Tempests.

Continuing as the industry's number one innovator Pontiac has
announced the first energy absorbing front bumper which is exclusive
and standard on all 1968 GTO's.

In addition, for the first time there will be two wheelbases
for the Tempest line-up.

All two-door models will be built on a 112-inch wheelbase

while four-door models, including station wagons, will be on a

i1% inah wheelbace,

DIMENSIONS

Pontiac's wide track has been increased for the 1968
Tempests., Both front and rear tread are 60 inches for an increase of
two inches in front and one inch in the rear., Overall width is 74. 8 inches.
Overall length is nearly six inches less - 200.7 inches - on
two-door models. The Tempest Safari is over seven inches longer at

211 inches. Overall height is down about 2 half inch on all models.

(more)




In general, for the long hood, short deck styling of the new
T empests, the hoods are about four inches longer and the rear deck

six inches shorter.
ENGINES

Pontiac's overhead camshaft six-cylinder engine has been
redesigned to provide a new standard 250 cubic inches of displacement
compared to 230 cubic inches last year.

This provides additional power in all driving ranges, improved
idle characteristics and reduced exhaust emission without the assistance
of an air injection reactor system.

The major contribution to increasing the displacement is a new
crankshaft with a longer stroke and added counterweights. Twelve
counterweights replace the four previously used, thus reducing bearing
loads and bending loads on the crank itself,

The standard one-barrel carbureto;' QOHC is rated at 175 horsepower
-and the optional Sprint six with four-barrel carburetion is rated at 215
horsepower.

In addition the optional V-8 engine has a displacément increase
from 326 cubic inches to 350, which contributes to smoother operation

and a significant reduction in exhaust emission.

{more)



The 350 V-8 with two-barrel carburetor is rated at 265
horsepower while the premium fuel four-barrel version has a rating
of 320 horsepower.

The standard GTO 400 cubic inch V-8 is rated at 350 horsepower
with an optional 360 horsepOWér HO engine or a two-barrel, 1;egu1ar
fuel version rated at 265 horsepower.

Transmissions include the three-speed synchromesh standard
and four-speed synchromesh (except on one barrel six cylinder)
optional and two-speed automatic optional., The GTO models offer the

Turbo Hydra-Matic as optional. N

FULL PERIMETER FRAME

An all new framewmaintaining the perimeter swept hip
configuration is designed for both 1968 Tempest wheelbases with two
particular advantages.

First, the body com.es down over the frame and forms with it-
an integrated whole, thus the body and sheet metal contribute to the
strength of the car.

Secondly, there is no metal-to-metal contact. Instead rugged

body mounts of rubber isolate the driver and passenger from noise

and road disturbances.

{more)



In connection with the new 112~inch wheelbase a rear
suspension design change moves the rear axle forward four inches

for optimum ride and handling.

MONO-JET CARBURETOR

An all new Mono-Jet (one barrel) carburetor is standard
on all Tempests with manual transmissions énd is designed to ‘
significantly reduce exhaust emission without requiring air injection
reaction assistance.

Also standard on all overhead cam six-cylinder and V-8 engines,
ig a new carburetor air preheater Which provides almost instant warm
air to the carburetor for smoother cold start operations by elimination

of all carburetor icing conditions,

DUAL DIAPHRAGM DISTRIBUTOR

All Tempest engines will have as standard, and exclusive
to Pontiac, a dual vacuum diaphragm distributor which provides a
ten degree ignition spark retard at idle wii';hout affecting the normal
spark advance during normal driving. F

Designed in this manner the distributor provides exhaust

emission control at idle without affecting the perform;a.nce or

operation.

{more)



FUSE BLOCK

All models will have a new and larger basic fuse block
which has provisions for eleven fuses compared to eight previously

allowing for greater circuit protection.

SAFETY DEVICES

Pontizc's attention to both exterior and interior safety has
been extended in 1968,
"~ Standard on every Tempest are side warning lamps, concealed
windshield wiper linkage which reduces glare and new inner panel
, reinforcements in the body.
Tempest instrument panels include full width padding and the
instrument control bezels are finished in nonglare chrome for less

distraction. All door lock knobs are made of a soft vinyl.

ANTI-THEFT PACKAGE

All models will have as standard a new anti-theft package
which consists of an ignition key buzzer which sounds when the driver's
door is opened with the keys in the ignition. Also the vehicle

identification number will be placed on the leading edge of the

instrument panel which makes it visible through the windshield.



